"TASLARIN HIKAYESI 2007-2016 SAVSAT KALESI KAZI CALISMALARI
KIiTABI"

TANITIM YAZISI

Savsat, Artvin iline bagly, il merkezinden 70 km uzaklikta yer alan ve Giircistan'a
stnir1 bulunan; Ardahan Iline ¢ok yakin olmasina ragmen iklim ve kiiltiirel olarak farklilik
gosteren; hala tam olarak kesfedilememis kiiltiirel degerleri barindiran, gergekten sakin
(Cittaslow) ilgelerimizden biri... Kara yolu disinda alternatif ulagimlarin kisitliligina ragmen,
yaz ve kis yerli ve yabanci turistler i¢in cazibe merkezi olmaya gayret eden, beldelerimizden
de biri...Valilik, Kaymakamlik ve Belediyenin Onciiliigiinde yapilan festival ve tanitimlarla
artik Savsat yoresi, son zamanlarda taniniyor olmaya basladi bile...

Savsat halki okumaya Onem vermis, saglam karakterli ve giivenilir insanlar olarak
bilinirler...Yorenin kiiltiir varliklann ve etnografyasina iliskin ilk bilgiler, Savsatin Rus
yonetimi zamaninda; 1900 lu yillarin baslarinda incelemelerde bulunan Prof.Dr.Niko Marr'a
aittir. Cumbhuriyet doneminin 1920 li yillarinda, Artvin'de egitimci olarak gorev yapan
Muvahhid Zeki, 1927 yilinda Osmanlica olarak basilan "Artvin Vilayeti Hakkinda Maglumat-
1 Umumiye" adli eserinden, Savsat hakkinda 6nemli bilgiler edinmek miimkiindiir. 1950 li
yillara gelindiginde, Savsat Ilgesinde gdrev yapmis olan dgretmen-yazar Fakir Baykurt "Efkar
Tepesi" adli kitabinda, Savsat'm koy yerlesmelerini de kapsayan; bdlgeden olmayan biri
tarafindan gozlemlenmeye calisilmis, olumlu kanaatler aktarilmistir... Tabi ki, bundan 6ncesi
ve sonrasinda da bazi romanlar, kitaplar yazila gelmistir...

Ancak biz bu yazimizda; T.C.Kiiltir ve Turizm Bakanligimiz ile Van Yiizlinci Yil
Universitesi adma Dr.Ogr.Uyesi Osman Aytekin baskanhiginda 2007 yilinda baslamp 12
yildir hi¢ ara verilmeden yiiriitiilen ve 2018 yilinda tamamlanmig olan; Dogu Karadeniz
Bolgesimin ilk Bakanlar Kurullu Kazis1 unvanina sahip "Savsat (Satlel) Kalesi Kazi ve
Restorasyon Caligmasi" adli bilimsel arkeolojik kazi cergevesinde, Arkeolog ve Sanat
Tarihgisi Dr.Ogr.Uyesi Osman Aytekin tarafindan yazilan ve Sinop Universitesi Boyabat
MYO Ogr.Gér.Yunus Emre Aytekin'in de editdrliigiinii yapmis oldugu kitabin igerigini,
kisaca tanitmay1 amaglamaktayiz.

Kitabin ilk baskisi, Subat 2018 tarihinde Ankara'da bulunan Gazi Kitabevi tarafindan ¢ok
kisith bir sayida yapilmisti...Bu eserin daha genis ¢evreye ulasabilmesi adina 2. baskisi, Nisan
2018 tarihinde "Savsat Belediyesi Kiiltiir Yayimlari-2" etiketi ile yayimlanmis olup, Savsat
Belediyesi, licretsiz olarak dagitimini yapmaktadir.

Her seyden once cilt ve tasarim agisindan mitkemmel denecek bir baskiya sahip oldugunu ilk
basta belirtmeliyiz. Yazarin 2010 yilinda, kaz1 sezonu zamaninda yazmis oldugu anlasilan
"Savsat" siiri ile baglayan kitap, "Icindekiler" kismmnin ardindan, Savsat Belediye Baskam
Saymn Ahmet Sinan Oztiirk'in "Takdim" yazis1 ile devam etmekte ve pesine yazar
Dr.Ogr.Uyesi Osman Aytekin'e ait "Yazardan" ile Ogr.Goér.Yunus Emre Aytekin'nin
"Editérden" baghkli yazilardan sonra "Girig" boliimiine ulasilmaktadir.



Boliim-1'de, yer alan "Girig" kisminda; Savsat Kalesi Kazisi'nin niteligi ve 6nemi kisaca
aciklanmis, arastirmacilar tarafindan Savsat Kalesi'ne dair ulusal ve uluslararasi literatiirde
yer alan bilgiler sunulduktan sonra, Savsat Kalesi Kazisi'nda uygulanan metot ve diizen, ¢cok
Ozenli bir sekilde aktarilmstir.

Boliim-2'de, "Bolgenin incelenmesi" bashgi altinda; Savsat'n Cografik Durumu ve Bélgenin
Tarihsel Gegmisi ¢cok Ozenli ve kapsamli bir bigimde ele alinmaktadir. Fotograf ve belgelerle
desteklenerek yapilan anlatim, 6zellikle Tarihle ilgili kisim; Savsat 6zelinde, belki de ilk kez
bu kadar zengin igerikte ve bilimsel literatiire dayali olarak hazirlandig: goriilecektir.

Boliim-3'de, "Arkeolojik Kaz1 Caligmalar1 ve Bulgular" baglig altinda ise, 2007 yilindan 2016
yilina kadar kalede gerceklestirilen arkeolojik kazi neticesinde ortaya ¢ikarilan mimari yapilar
ve taginir kiltiir varliklan etraflica degerlendirilmistir. 4 bin metre kareden olusan sur ici
alandaki mimari yapilarin her birinin tanitimi; vaziyet plani {izerinde gdsterilen ayri birer
numara altinda, eski ve yeni fotograflar ile rolove planlar1 destekli bir bicimde yapilmistir.
Tasmabilir bulgular olarak; seramikler, tas/mermer malzemeler, metal malzemeler, kemikler
olmak iizere her biri farkli branstaki ekip iiyelerimizin katkilar1 sonucu elde edilmis olan bu
tespitler, etraflica ve objeleri ile birlikte ele alinmistir. Metal buluntular igerisinde
degerlendirilen sikke buluntulari, bu kismin en tinik 6érneklerini olugturmaktadir. Bunlardan,
Osmanli donemine taniklik eden ve Kanuni Sultan Siileyman'a ait Diyarbakir baskili, Hicri
926/ Miladi 1520 tarihli altin sikke, Savsat'in siyasi tarihine 1g1k tutmus olmasi agisindan ¢ok
onemli bir veri 6zelligini tagimaktadir.

Boliim-4'de, "Malzeme ve Teknik"e yer verilmistir. Buradaki tanimlamalar, kale yapiminda
kullanilan malzeme ve yapim teknikleri ile tas-kire¢ analizleri esliginde ve uzman ekip
tiyelerinin degerlendirmeleri dogrultusunda yapilabilmistir.

Boliim-5'de ise, "Kazi Ekibi ve Fotograf Albiimii" bashiginda, bir vefa borcu olarak, kaziya
deger katmis basta ekip liyeleri olmak {izere, ziyarette bulunmus yerli ve yabanci sahsiyetlerin
fotograflar1 bulunmaktadir. Buradan da anlagilacagi {izere, basta Van Yiiziincii Yil
Universitesi dgretim elemanlar1 olmak iizere, iilkemizin ¢ok farkli iiniversitelerinden dgretim
tiyelerinin kaziya katki sunduklar, bir kez daha vurgulanmasi saglanmaistir.

Boliim-6'da, "Degerlendirme ve Sonug¢" kismi yer almakta olup, olduk¢a uzun yer tutan
Degerlendirme Boliimiinde; Artvin ve cevresindeki kale yapilarnn c¢ok genis bir sekilde
Ozetlendikten sonra, bu yapilardan biri olan Savsat Kalesi'nin yeri ve tarihi ortaya konmaya
calisilmistir. Kaledeki mimari yapilar, tek tek ele alinarak, son durumlar1 hakkinda 6zgiin
bilgilerle tanimlar1 belirginlestirilmistir. Bu boliimiin sonunda, Artvin ili ve ilgelerinde ¢ok
sayida kale-kule yapisinin varlik nedenleri, maddeler halinde agiklanmistir. Sonug¢ Boliimiinde
ise, Avrupa ve Ulkemiz arkeolojisine dikkat cekildikten sonra; Tanzimat sonrasi, Osmanli
Imparatorlugunun son déneminde, 1846 yilinda baslayan arkeoloji calismalarinin geldigi
boyut, Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk'iin Cumhuriyetin ilk baglarinda arkeolojik kazilara verdigi
destek ve halihazirdaki gelinen son durum irdelenmeye c¢aligilmistir.

1987 yilinda, T.C.Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligimiz tarafindan korunmasi gerekli taginmaz
kiiltiir varlig1 olarak tescil edilen Kale, yaklasik 12 bin metrekare biiyiikliiglindeki maliye



hazinesine ait taginmaz iizerinde yer almaktadir. 2007 yilinda baslatilmis olan arkeolojik
kazilarinin bu agsamaya getirilmesinde, ilk basta Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 olmak {izere, Van
Yiiziincii Y11 Universitesi'nin cok bilyiik katkilar1 oldugu yadsinamaz. Kisith imkanlara
ragmen, bu kazinin Ozveri ile yiiriitiilmesini saglayan kazi bagkam Dr.Ogr.Uyesi Osman
Aytekin ve ekibini bir kez daha kutlamak isteriz. Boylesi bir emegin topluma mal edilmesini
amaclayan bu kitabin; kisitli imkanlarina ragmen, Savsat Belediyesi tarafindan yayimlanmis
olmasindan dolay1 miitesekkiriz.

Artik sira sizde, buyurun; "Taglarin Hikayesini" bir de siz dinleyin bakalim..

Savsat Kalesi Kazi Bagkanligi, Subat 2019, Van

TASLARIN
' HiKAYESI 4 T/\SL/\RIN

2607-2016

SAVSAT KALES)

KAZICALISMALARI

U Do, I

ﬂﬁlﬂdﬂ . | O T st
[ilet TS (sipan
| fitetin

e
i
Editdr Kitafevi
Ogr. Gor Yunus Emre Aytekin

\\A

“THE STORY OF THE STONES — THE BOOK OF THE EXCAVATION WORK OF
SAVSAT FORTRESS, 2007-2016”

BLURB

Savsat, district of Artvin Province, 70 km away from the city centre and located in the
border of Georgia; although very close to the province of Ardahan, differing from climate
and culture; hosting a cultural heritage that still has not been discovered yet, is one of the



districts which is an exact Cittaslow... Despite the limitation of alternative transportation
except the highway, it is one of the towns that tries to be a centre of attraction for both
domestic and foreign tourists. Under the leadership of Governorate, District Governorate and
the Municipality, the district of Savsat has already been well-known by means of the festivals
and promotions.

Savsat people are known to give importance to studying and be character-wise and reliable.
First information on the cultural assets and ethnography of the region, in the period of the
Russian administration in Savsat; belongs to Prof. Dr. Niko Marr who made observations in
the early 1900s. In the 1920s of the Republican period, Muvahhid Zeki, who worked as an
educator in Artvin, it is possible to obtain important information about Savsat in his book
called “Artvin Vilayeti Hakkinda Maglumat-i Umumiye", pressed in Ottoman in 1927. By
the 1950s, teacher-writer Fakir Baykurt, who worked in Savsat District, in his book called
"Efkar Tepesi", including village settlements of Savsat; tried to be observed by someone who
is not from the region, transferred positive opinions... Of course, some novels and books were
written before it and some have been written after it.

However, in this study; we aim to introduce briefly the content of the book, written by
archaeologist and Art Historian Dr. Lecturer Osman Aytekin and edited by Lecturer Yunus
Emre Aytekin who works at Sinop University Boyabat Vocational Higher School, within the
framework of scientific archaeological excavation which has an excavation title of the first
Ministerial Council of the Eastern Black Sea Region “Savsat (Satlel) Fortress Excavation and
Restoration Work”, which started in 2007 and conducted for 12 years without any breaks and
finished in 2018 under the chairmanship of Dr. Lecturer Osman Aytekin, on behalf of our
Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Turkish Republic and Van Yuzuncu Yil University.

The first edition of the book was made by the Gazi Kitabevi in Ankara in February 2018 in a
very limited number... For the sake of reaching wider surroundings, the second edition was
made with the label "Savsat Belediyesi Kiiltiir Yaymlar-2" in April 2018 and the book is
distributed freely by Savsat Municipality.

Firstly, I would like to say that it has a perfect print in terms of binding and design. The book
starts with the poem "Savsat", understood to have been written in excavation season by the
writer in 2010, after the “contents” part, it continues with the “Presentation" by Savsat Mayor
Mr. Ahmet Sinan Oztiirk and in pursuit of it, “by the Writer” belongs to Dr. Lecturer Osman
Aytekin and after “by the Editor” part by Lecturer Yunus Emre Aytekin, you can see
“Introduction” section.

In "Introduction" part, included in section-1; the nature and importance of the excavation of
Savsat Fortress is explained briefly, after the presentation of the information, related to Savsat
Fortress partaking in the national and international literature by the researchers, information
about the method and order used in the construction of Savsat Fortress Excavations has been
conveyed very carefully.

In Section-2, entitled “Searching the Region”; Savsat's Geographical Situation and the
Historical Background of the Region is handled very carefully and comprehensively. The



expression supported by photographs and documents, especially related to History; in the case
of Savsat, it will probably be the first time that it was prepared in such a rich content and
based on scientific literature.

In Section-3, entitled "Archaeological Excavations and Findings", the architectural structures
and movable cultural assets uncovered during the archaeological excavations carried out in
the fortress from 2007 to 2016 have been evaluated thoroughly. The introduction of the
architectural structures of each of the buildings in the space, which consists of 4 thousand
square meters inside the wall, under a separate number shown on the site plan, was made with
old and new photographs and plan drawings respectively. As for the portable findings; the
ceramics, stone / marble materials, metal materials, bones, each of which were obtained with
the contribution of our team members in different branches, were discussed together with
their samples in detail. The coin finds, evaluated among the metal finds, are the most unique
examples of this section. Gold coins, minted in Diyarbakir and dated to Hijri 926 / Common
Era 1520 and which are witnessing to the Ottoman period and belonged to Suleiman the
Magnificent, are very important data in terms of shedding light to the political history of
Savsat.

In Section-4, it has been given a place to the "Materials and Technique". Here, the materials,
used in fortress construction and construction techniques, are introduced in terms of the stone
and lime analyzes and information given by the expert team members.

As for Section-5, entitled "Excavation Team and Photo Album", as a duty of loyalty,
especially the team members who added value to the excavation, there are the photos of local
and foreign personalities who visited the fortress. As it can be understood from here, mostly
the academicians of Van Yuzuncu Yil University, it has been once again emphasized to
ensure that faculty members from many different universities of our country contribute to the
excavation.

In Section-6, there is “Evaluation and Conclusion” part, in Evaluation section, which has an
extensive coverage; after summarizing widely the fortress structures in Artvin and the
surrounding area, it has been tried to reveal the place and history of the Savsat Castle which is
one of these structures. The architectural structures of the fortress, discussed one by one, their
definitions, related to their latest statement, were highlighted with their original information.
At the end of this chapter, the reasons for having a numerous fortress-tower structures in the
province of Artvin have been specified fully. As for the result section, after emphasizing the
archeology of Europe and Turkey, the size of the archeology work that started in 1846 in the
Ottoman period and Mustafa Kemal Atatiirk's support for archaeological excavations during
the Republican years and the last situation reached has been examined.

The Fortress, registered as an immovable cultural asset to be protected by our Culture and
Tourism Ministry in 1987, is located on an immovable property of approximately 12 thousand
square meters belongs to the state treasury. In bringing the archaeological excavation, started
in 2007, to this step, particularly the contribution of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism and
Van Yuzuncu Yil University is undeniable. Despite the limited opportunities, we would like
to congratulate the site director Dr. Lecturer Osman Aytekin and his team, those who worked



selflessly, once again. Aiming to provide a widely introduction of such a work to the society;
despite limited facilities, we are grateful that this book was published by Savsat Municipality.

Now it's your turn, there you are; listen to the story of the stones, please.

Savsat Castle Excavation Site Directory, February, 2019, Van.



